In recent years, no one has done more to promote research on the famous 407 Ma fossiliferous chert deposits near Rhynie (Aberdeenshire, Scotland) than Nigel Trewin, who died 100 years after the publication of the first of a series of seminal papers on the fossil plants that are celebrated in this issue. Working together with Clive Rice at the University of Aberdeen, Nigel literally reopened the field with excavations and boreholes resulting in particular in a much better understanding of the geology, the processes resulting in fossilization, and the fossil fauna. Much of this work was drawn together in a synthetic volume of the Transactions of the Royal Society of Edinburgh published in 2004 that comprised 16 scientific papers on diverse aspects of the Rhynie chert system [1] . This has become a key modern reference work. Many further publications ensued, and his last, published just weeks before his death, focused on the exceptional quality of the preservation of the Rhynie biota and how this sheds light on the early evolution of life on land [2] . Nigel was very generous to many visiting researchers and students, taking the time to show them his wonderful collections at the University of Aberdeen, lending materials for research purposes and guiding visitors to the Rhynie chert itself.
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Nigel's interests in Scotland were wide ranging. He published over 100 scientific papers on Scottish geology and palaeontology, mainly on the Old Red Sandstone, and particularly on its fishes. He was an ardent hunter of these fossils, but his enthusiasm also extended to living species. Nigel enjoyed fishing for salmon, although, in his own words he was, 'ashamed . . . that the race between number of salmon caught and peer reviewed academic papers was narrowly won by the academic papers and books'. The latter included editor and author of The Geology of Scotland, Fossils Alive, Scottish Fossils and various excursion guides to the geology of the Aberdeen area and to East Sutherland and Caithness-a demonstration of his commitment to communicating his passions for geology and fossils. His contributions to science were recognized by medals from the geological societies of both Edinburgh and Glasgow.
Nigel began collecting fossils at the age of 10, and his personal collection is now housed in the National Museums of Scotland, Edinburgh. He also collected ephemera, books and letters of the pioneering Scottish geologist and writer Hugh Miller (1802-1856). Nigel was a trustee and former chair of 'The Friends of Hugh Miller' and eventually, he donated his collection to the Hugh Miller museum in Cromarty, which is a venture that was very close to his heart. He also had an extensive library of antiquarian geology books, particularly relating to geological maps of Scotland. At one time, he possessed a copy of William Smith's great map, until it became too risky to keep it at home. In addition to his academic activities he was an avid collector in wider fields. He built fine collections of Scottish eighteenth century Trade Tokens and other coins and Postal History ephemera relating to Aberdeen and Aberdeenshire, publishing research on the latter in 'The Scottish Post'. As a speaker, Nigel was much in demand. His lecture on the geology of Scotch malt whiskies was particularly popular.
Even when plagued by illness, Nigel remained active in many aspects of natural history, and he was especially fond of his garden, describing himself as, 'a latter day bumbling Victorian naturalist'. He was an enthusiastic 'birder' and to sit at his kitchen table for breakfast with a view over the garden was an ornithologist's dream! Nigel and his wife Margie's hospitality made visits to his home a constant delight. Nigel was a charming man who will be missed by his many friends and colleagues. It is a great privilege to dedicate this issue to him.
